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ABSTRACT

Objective: The objective was to study the territorial organization strategy of local actors; church, government and
population that influenced the evolution and current organization of the town of Santa Ana de Guadalupe after the
canonization of the priest Toribio Romo.

Design/Methodology/Approach: The local development methodology was applied, through specific interviews with
representatives of social partners; local church, government, and population.

Results: It was found that the infrastructure and equipment of the Saint's Temple, which receives more than 700 thousand
visitors a year, shows potentialities, strengths and limitations at the locality. Analyzing the territory, through its economic,
political, socio-cultural, and environmental axes, it was noted that local development is a process of growth and structural
change in which the main interest of the town is to increase employment and meeting the needs and demands of
religious pilgrims. As well as favor the appropriate use of the resources, and over-all potential of the locality in order to
improve the standard of living of the population.

Limitations of the study/Implications: The strategies of cooperation and knowledge of the ecclesiastical agents in
conjunction with the government and local population through joint organization contribute to the transformation of
Santa Ana de Guadalupe.

Findings/Conclusions: It was observed that social partners (church, government and population) collaborate

actively. Particularly in ecclesiastical activities to develop strategies (as organization and cooperation) to

promote the local development.

Keywords: local development, social partners, religious activities.

INTRODUCTION
processes are originated in

COm plex the territory in different

areas such as economic, social and environmental
for solving problems. With the socio-economic
actors in charge of developing alternatives to face
these situations (Boisier, 2004; Rodriguez, 2009).
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Local development is a process of growth and structural
change through the proper use of resources and
potentialities of the territory (Arocena, 1995; Cardenas,
2002; In order to be feasible, local development should
adopt more comprehensive visions ie. analyzing the
territory in the economic, political, socio-cultural and
environmental axes (Armas, Tamayo and Santos, 2017).
For example, in analysis of the spatial concentration of
economic activities, they are not located in a uniform
way on the territory, but tend to be located in certain
areas, with the objective of taking advantage of the
benefits that arise from being located close to other
areas, or to those of demand generated by consumers
(Arocena, 1995; Cardenas 2002).

The aim is to understand, tending towards local
development processes, linked to the trust that already
exists among social partners in the community, to those
behavioral norms and levels of association ability. The
strengthening of relations among social partners is an
aspect of great importance for the territory (Garcia,
2008; Aurajo, 2016).

The actors establish the organization of the modes of
appropriation, cooperation and knowledge of common
problems. Such strategies are decisive for local
development (Cardenas, 2002; Balente-Herrera, Diaz-

LOCALIZACION DE SANTA ANA DE GUADALUPE

Puente and Parra, 2012). Religious activities appear as
critical in the development of human beings, as well as
agent in the transformation of common territory.

The impact of canonization of the Saint Toribio Romo
in the town of Santa Ana de Guadalupe allowed the
development of different activities, as well as various
types of concentrations related to religious phenomena
(Aguilar, 2016). The objective of this research was to
study the territorial organization strategy of local social
partners; church, government and population, that
affected the current local evolution at Santa Ana de
Guadalupe town, after canonization of the priest Saint
Toribio Romo.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

Study area. Santa Ana de Guadalupe is located at
kilometer 0.9 of the Jalostitlan-San Miguel el Alto State
Highway (Figure 1). The town belongs to the municipality
of Jalostitlan in a region called Los Altos de Jalisco. Santa
Ana de Guadalupe is administratively considered just as a
settlement, because it has a small rural population, with
151 men and 160 women (INEGI, 2010).

The local development methodology was used
(Arocena, 1995; Boisier, 1999, 2004; Cepal 2012).
Specific interviews were applied to representatives of
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Figure 1. L ocation map of Santa Ana de Guadalupe territory (Jalostitlan, Jalisco, Mexico).

Source: Own elaboration with information from INEGI (2012).



social partners: church, government, and population,
designing a partner-specific type of interview for each
partner type. Also, we used a questionnaire known as
Ethno survey (University of Princeton and University of
Guadalajara, 2012), as well as fieldtrips.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Based on the field trips and interviews, it was observed
that at the locality of Santa Ana de Guadalupe, in Los
Altos de Jalisco, a popular holiday of the saint Toribio
Romo is being developed (Fabregas, 1986; Meyer, 1994).
This saint was born at the town; and the holiday started
as a family-matter and a regional network, making news
to extend it. His canonization was an important factor
as an ecclesiastical strategy, because shortly after the
canonization, a temple was built for their devotion,
which is one of the most visited at the national scale
(Table 1).

Visitors counting both, pilgrims, and merchants, is
greater than 750 thousand a year (Martinez, 2009),
thus generating great economic resources income for
the town. De la Torre (1992) mentions that it is difficult
to understand the success of the holiday of Santo
Toribio; as he is one of the youngest Catholic Saints,
canonized as a martyr priest in 2000 (Archbishopric of
Guadalajara, 2014).

Such an ecclesiastical strategy was of paramount
importance to the development of Santa Ana de
Guadalupe, despite being a small rural town, in a
short-term it generated local and regional sources of
employment, because businesses occur not only at the
locality, but in the nearby municipalities. And there arrive
also merchants from other states of the country.

Carrillo-Llanos et al. (2021)

Regarding the regional production process that presented
different transformations throughoutits history, it evolved
from a subsistence economy with family labor to an
open process of regional market relations intermediaries,
these activities impact on territory transformations.

On the other hand, infrastructure (Figure 2) of the town,
in order to house the influx of people coming to visit
the Saint Toribio is basic (water, electricity, drainage,
etc.) Therefore, if this influx of pilgrims continues, it will
require bigger services (hotels, public parks, etc.) and
instruments must be created that allow sustainable use
of resources for local development.

Regarding the socio-territorial problem, it was found that
the effect on the territory generated various facilities and
infrastructure, but there is no solid territorial organization
based on planning. Due to people influx to the area,
it is essential to timely rectify incipient situations of
contamination, pilgrims, agglomeration, demand for
services, so that the location would progress efficiently
and sustainably.

CONCLUSIONS

It was observed that social partners (church, government,
and population) actively collaborate, specifically in
ecclesiastical activities for the development of strategies
(as organization, and cooperation) in order to satisfy the
needs and demands of pilgrims, and to promote local
development at Santa Ana de Guadalupe.
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Figure 2. Map of infrastructure and equipment of Santa Ana de Guadalupe (Jalostitlan, Jalisco, Mexico). Source: Own

elaboration with data from INEGI (2010, 2012).
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